CHAPTER   II.
THE ROMAN  EMPIRE BEFORE THE INVASIONS OF  THE
BARBARIANS.
THAT ostentation of humility which the subtle policy [ cr./.?.
of Augustus had conceived, and the jealous hypocrisy ^s R'
cf Tiberius maintained, was gradually dropped by their f^l
successors, till despotism became at last recognised in senary.
principle as the government of the Roman Empire, i
With an aristocracy decayed, a populace degraded, an;
army no longer recruited from Italy, the semblance of!
liberty that yet survived might be swept away with im-
punity. Republican forms had never been known in the
provinces at all, and the aspect which the imperial ad-
ministration had originally assumed there, soon reacted
on its position in the capital. Earlier rulers had dis-j
guised their supremacy by making a slavish senate thej
instrument of their more cruel or arbitrary acts. As time,
went on, even this veil was withdrawn; and in the age of
Septimus Severus, the Emperor stood forth to the whole
Roman world as the single centre and source of power
and political action. The warlike character of the Ro-
man state was preserved in his title of General; his pro-
vincial lieutenants were military governors; and a more
terrible enforcement of the theory was found in his